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European Polar Board: 
25(+2) years at the 
confluence of science and 
policy in the Polar regions

Carlo Barbante
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Formed in 1995 as a strategic advisory body to European Science 
Foundation. 

European Polar Board became independent, and hosted by NWO in Den 
Haag since January 2015

EPB History
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Bringing the poles together

Members

Arctic Centre
ARCUM
BAI
BELSPO
CNR
CNRS
CSIC
DASTI
EAS
FCT
FNRS
FWF
FWO
HGF/AWI
IMR
IPEV
MINECO
NASC
NERC/BAS
NWO
PAN
PNRA
PNRS
polar.lu
RANNIS
RCN
SNF
SPRS
Thule Institute
TUBITAK-MAM PRI
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EPB’s Mission
To promote, coordinate and advance European research in the high 
latitudes by providing a single collaborative platform for European 
polar researchers
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What is the EPB to its Members in 2022?
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Action Groups

• Defined activities within a 
limited lifetime

• 4 Action Groups active

Projects

• Externally funded, where 
EPB plays a variety of 
roles

• 5 Projects ongoing, or 
recently funded

EPB – How does it work?
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EPB Action Groups (AG)
AG on Polar Infrastructure

• EU-PolarNet Polar Infrastructures Catalogue, Polar Infrastructures Database, updating 
and expanding the database – “Polardex”

AG on International Cooperation

• Identify practical opportunities to promote effective and mutually valuable international 
cooperation between organisations at all levels (national, regional or international)

AG on Environmental Impacts of Polar Research and Logistics:

• Identify potential for sharing knowledge and expertise between the Arctic and Antarctic, 
synthesise existing best practices and recommendations into practical guidelines for EPB 
Members
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UN Ocean Conference, 2022
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Global polar initiatives

First International Polar 
Year (1882 – 1883)

Second International Polar 
Year (1932 – 1933)

• Third International Polar 
Year (1957 – 1958) -
International 
Geophysical Year
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EPB Communication activities - YouTube 
Channel
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Future EPB activities
• Synthesis Report on Environmental Impacts of Polar Research and 
Logistics drafted by the EPB Action Group on Environmental Impacts
• 7 – 9 December, EuroGEO Workshop 2022 in Athens, Greece: "EU polar 

observations – challenges ahead in terms of technology and governance" EPB 
co-chairs this session with EU-PolarNet2.

• 8 December, SO-CHIC Webinar organised by the EPB with SO-CHIC: Variability 
and trends of heat, carbon uptake and storage (WP6)

• 15 December, Webinar "Governing and protecting the Antarctic and Southern 
Ocean" Webinar co-organised with the EU-PolarNet 2.

•
• 12 – 16 December, EU Polar Cluster booth at AGU Fall Meeting 2022 in 

Chicago – If you are attending this meeting in-person, you are welcomed to 
come to meet the EPB Secretariat at the booth (stand #1451 in the Exhibition 
area) representing all the EU Polar Cluster projects and their collaboration.

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeanpolarboard.org%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Feurogeo-workshop-2022-eu-polarnet-2-the-epb-co-chairing-a-session%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cp.elshout%40nwo.nl%7C6443dc309da24d1af26808dad6afa18a%7C81e63bdd534e4aaf855a4c017eec7126%7C0%7C0%7C638058347073255402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puGoz47KxLxhfhAoGsyKseMCEKrIiiF4As0i0vQmd%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeanpolarboard.org%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Fso-chic-webinar-variability-and-trends-of-heat-carbon-uptake-and-storage-wp6%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cp.elshout%40nwo.nl%7C6443dc309da24d1af26808dad6afa18a%7C81e63bdd534e4aaf855a4c017eec7126%7C0%7C0%7C638058347073255402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x%2BTy5G1iEuuW6NBGm5y6xeWgc1LAzf5tRHZGRl3b5LA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeanpolarboard.org%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Fgoverning-and-protecting-the-antarctic-and-southern-ocean-webinar%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cp.elshout%40nwo.nl%7C6443dc309da24d1af26808dad6afa18a%7C81e63bdd534e4aaf855a4c017eec7126%7C0%7C0%7C638058347073255402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QGFKhxOzC39zhfab5kswyAnBxtdc2Tm1vt%2B1b8Y4kW4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeanpolarboard.org%2Fnews-events%2Fevents%2Fevent%2Fevents%2Fagu-fall-meeting-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cp.elshout%40nwo.nl%7C6443dc309da24d1af26808dad6afa18a%7C81e63bdd534e4aaf855a4c017eec7126%7C0%7C0%7C638058347073255402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PljOyXFrIc4%2FJ6VeuobO6aje1ObqnSQJgbBMpdJcAII%3D&reserved=0
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THANK YOU
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